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Finding Good in Hard Times 
Psalm 73 

 
What if:  You put your dollar in and you do not get your Dr. Pepper out? 

• Tension:  Life has plenty of ways in which things don’t work, don’t make sense, and 
leave us wondering why we are knocking ourselves out to live right. 

 
What Asaph believes—his theological declaration:  God is good to His people who are totally 
committed to Him.  (v 1) 
 
What Asaph actually experienced:  Wicked people prosper and he was chastened despite his 
spiritual exertion.  (vv 1-14) 

• He nearly stumbled spiritually because he envied the wicked.  (vv 2, 3) 
 
• He had plenty of evidence that wicked people prosper.  (vv 4-12) 
 
• He was tempted to doubt the value of his own spiritual exertion.  (vv 13, 14) 

 
 
What happened to change Asaph’s mind:  He came into the presence of God—the one totally 
true and sane Being in the universe—and was recalibrated about the sudden destruction of the 
wicked.  (vv 15-20) 
 

• Recalibration #1 His bitterness nearly betrayed his fellow believers.  (vv 15, 16) 
 
• Recalibration #2 His mind and heart were changed in the presence of God.  (v 17) 
 
• Recalibration #3 He saw that the wicked are destroyed suddenly. (vv 18-20) 

 
 
Aspah’s Joyous Discovery: Even in his confusion, doubts, and bitterness God did not abandon 
him—He was continuously with him.  (vv 21-24) 
 
 
 
Aspah’s Most Joyous Discovery:  The essence of God is being near to God.  (vv 25-28) 
 

• Please do not miss this:  The essence of good, no matter what is happening to me or 
around me, is the nearness of God. 

 
 
The essence of good:  An abandoned bus.  A broken down car.  A climbing plane. 



“Walking Papers” 
Practical helps for walking the Christian walk each day this week. 

 
 
Please do not miss this key idea:  The essence of good, no matter what is happening to me or 
around me, is the nearness of God. 
 

• Sunday:  Please read Psalm 73:1.  What does it look like for you to be pure in heart in 
the eyes of God?   

 
• Monday:  Are there ways in your life in which you have “put your dollar in and not 

gotten your Dr. Pepper out—ways in which you were pursuing God and His will and life 
was giving you trouble?  What are they and what did they stir up in you? 

 
• Tuesday:  What evidence have you seen that wicked people prosper despite their terrific 

wickedness and arrogance? 
 
• Wednesday:  What ways might you need some recalibration about how your actions and 

attitudes affect your fellow believers? 
 

• Thursday:  What ways might you need some recalibration about God Himself?  
 
• Friday:  What does it mean to you that God is continually with you even in the times 

when you are spiritually “senseless and like a beast before God?” 
 

• Saturday:  What do you need to do in order to have ongoing recalibration in your life? 
 

• Journal—take some time to write your reflections about “In every circumstance and at 
every time the nearness of God is my good.” 
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Note for Connection Groups:  The full study guide for small group and personal study is 
available at: www.cypressbible.org and then click on “Get Connected” and the link is on 
that page.  
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